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MIRAGE presents
‘My Life’ by Channa Chhum

Channa Chhum, a watercolour artist from Battambang and Phare Ponleu Selpak graduate,
will exhibit his new pieces at MIRAGE Contemporary Art Space in Siem Reap on Friday,
November 16. This exhibition will be the first to open at the new location of MIRAGE on
Oknha Oum Chhay Street, and will coincide with Mirage’s second anniversary.

‘My Life’ is an exhibit of the artist’s newest work and marks an important change in his
style of expression, shifting its focus away from the Cambodian rural landscape towards
nature.

‘My current paintings are very different from the previous ones, both in their emotional and
in their physical connection - says Channa. ‘In this body of work, | intend to capture and
revel in the leaves and trees that people ignore along the paths of their lives. By drawing a
tree or plant, | begin to understand the physical patterns of flora and their slow growth,
which echoes the slow pace of my life’.

‘I chose watercolor painting for its colours and because it is unique, yet accessible. It
perfectly illustrates the reason which inspired me to paint: each individual painting in this
body of work is related to my personal life story, grown upon maltreatment,
discouragement, and discrimination. | want people to understand what lies at the roots of
these emotions and the feelings which sprout from them’.

‘Work of Channa Chhum displays a great number of details and spectrum of colours which
bring the art of watercolour painting to a completely new level with the emotions it inspires’
- says Serey Siv the Director and Co-founder of MIRAGE. ‘Yet paintings by Channa are still
to be discovered by a wider public. We want to make sure the budding local audience in
Siem Reap get the right to see artists of this magnitude. It is hard to believe some are still
making end meet by selling handmade postcards for tourists at Angkor Wat’.

‘It was important for us to celebrate and re-open at our new location with an exhibition by
a Cambodian artist like Channa. At MIRAGE, we want to give Cambodian artists like
Channa a space to create their next masterwork and let the world know about it.
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Re-discovery, presentation, and preservation of Khmer art constitute the core of MIRAGE
Contemporary Art Space - adds Serey Siv.

To celebrate the collective aspect of art and of MIRAGE, the curators and the artist invite
the visitors to collectively shape its space and bend the pieces of reality, creating a mirage
and contributing to a unique form of the artistic creation.

‘My Life’ by Channa Chhum

Exhibition: November 16 — December 10, 2018

Opening: Friday, December 16, 6pm. Join the Event on Facebook for more details
Artist Talk with Channa Chhum (En/Kh): Saturday, Monday 3, 7 pm. Facebook-Event

MORE INFORMATION:
Serey Siv, Executive Director, serey@mirage-collective.com, (+855) 86 367730

FOR PRESS INQUIRIES:
Kasia Sumislawska, Communications, sumi@mirage-collective.com, (+855) 96 821 8728

MIRAGE Contemporary Art Space

Oknha Oum Chhay Street, Siem Reap, Cambodia
Corner of Koulen Hotel, next to Heritage Walk shopping mall
Monday — Saturday, 11:00 am — 7:00 pm
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